CHAPTER III

OXFORD

EVER desirous to do the best for his son, Mr. J. J.
Ruskin realised the serious importance of entering
him at a college that offered the highest social and
educational advantages. His choice fell upon Christ
Church, where the society was certainly unexception-
able in point of rank, and where scholarship was
represented by its Dean, the mighty Grecian Gaisford,
unpolished in manner but withal terribly learned.

To Gaisford Mr. Ruskin went in the early part
of the year 1886, to arrange for John's matriculation.
The son, writing of the interview long afterwards, is
quietly alive to its humour. Blunt Dean and earnest
paterfamilias must have made an odd contrast as
they discussed what status John should occupy in
college. Mr. Ruskin learned that there was a finer
flower of undergraduate known as the Gentleman-Com-
moner. Was there anything to hinder his son's being
enrolled as such ? It was merely a question of some
rather heavy fees. Money mattered not, and thus
it came about long afterwards that Mr. Tuckwell,
writing delightfully of that far-off Oxford of 1837,
mentions among the men of note " Young Gentleman-
Commoner Ruskin."